
NYRx, the Medicaid 
Pharmacy Program
Brand Less Than Generic Program 



A cost-containment initiative, promoting the use of certain multi-source 
brand name drugs when the cost of the brand name drug is less expensive 
than the generic equivalent.
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Brand Less Than Generic Program (BLTG)



In conformance with State Education Law, which intends that patients receive the 
lower cost alternative, brand name drugs included in this program:
• Do not require “Dispense as Written” (DAW) or “Brand Medically Necessary” on 

the prescription.
• Have a generic copayment.
• Are paid at the Brand Name Drug reimbursement rate or usual and customary 

price, whichever is lower (SMAC/FUL are not applied).
• Do not require a new prescription if the drug is removed from this program.
• Pharmacies should submit claims with DAW Code 9 – Substitution Allowed by 

Prescriber but Plan Requests Brand.
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Brand Less Than Generic Program (BLTG)



Drugs in this program may be subject to prior authorization requirements of other 
pharmacy programs. 

March 25, 2024

4

Brand Less Than Generic Program (BLTG)

Brand Less than Generic Program Updates Preferred Drug List (PDL)

https://newyork.fhsc.com/providers/BLTGP_about.asp
https://newyork.fhsc.com/downloads/providers/NYRx_PDP_PDL.pdf


Example: Retin–A Cream
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Thank You!
NYRx Education & Outreach
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